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II—Home ADMINISTRATION. 
(a/ Police. 


CorRESPONDENT of the Charu Mihir [Mymensingh] of the 6th March draws 
: the attention of Goverment to the prevalenee of 
the practice of gambling at the Ad¢ at Sumbhuganj, 
near Mymensingh town. On the 11th February last, the correspond ent was 
personally a witness of gambling going on at 7 or 8 shops at this Adi. 5 
2. The Jasohar [Jessore] of the 7th March complains that the police 
constables at Jessore town are in the habit of 
A complaint against the Jessure extorting fish at insufficient prices from the local 
police. vendors of the article, and the trade is in conse 
quence being diverted to other places, where it is not subjected to any such 
zulum. 

3. A correspondent of the Murshidabad Hitaishi{Murshidabad] of the 7th 
March writes that the Presidents of the Panchayat 
unions appointed under the new system require in 
many cases to be kept a sharp look on by the 
Magistrate concerned, since most frequently they are not well-educated men 
and not unoften they are men who do not even know their mother-tongue well. 
Such men cannot be expected to master the principles of the Penal Code and 
the Criminial Procedure Code, and cases have arisen therefore where, owing to 
their inablity to distinguish between cognizable and non-cognizable offences, 
they have put the regular police to a great deal of unnecessary work. Cases 
have also occurred where these Presidents, owing to the same ignorance of 
the law, have proceeded to dismiss and also to appoint chaukidars and 
daffadars. | 

4, The Medini Bandhav [Midnapore] of the 7th March publishes the 

A tibia Mines. following account of what it describes as a case of 

inhuman oppression on its Musalman brethren of 

Midnapore by the local police on Moharram day, the 7th idem, as furnished 
by a specially deputed correspondent :— 

On receipt of the intelligence of a riot having occurred at the maidan in 
front of the College, I proceeded to the spot to find the whole field enclosed 
by armed policemen, who were falling upon anybody and everybody, and 
after giving them kicks with booted legs, blows, slaps, and thrusts with 
lathis, advancing with them in the direction of the kotwals thana. 

On arriving at this thana, I heard heart-rending wails coming out of the 
lock-up. I saw five or six Musalmans with arms pinioned at their backs 
being brought up by a number of constables and thrust into the lock-up, all 
the while receiving blows from the latter. On inquiry 1 learned that these men 
had been caught in their homes, which had been entered into for the purpose, 
by order of the District Superintendent of Police. a 

also saw a muscular Musalman standing with a phial of medicine in his 
hand on the verandah of the Municipal office suddenly seized by a number of 
constables who began to drag him towards the thana. A oo of the 
Municipal office pointed out to the constables that the man they were taking 
away was a chuprassy of the District Judge, but they persisted nevertheless in 
1 and dragging the man to the thana and putting him in the 
ock up. , , 

As to how the affray arose it appears that the athra of the Pathan 
Mahalla was coming out of the maidan, when the police hurried up the akhra 
of Aliganj proceeding along the same way, by means of thrusts and blows. 

The party of the Pathan Mahalla in front was also told by the police to 
hurry up. They were too busy with their play to listen to this order of the 
police who thereupon attempted to enforce their orders by laying about with 
lathies. This provoked resistance from the processionists: the two akhras now 
joined hands, and the mélée became quite brisk. Armed policemen from 
the thana were sent down to the spot, but before they could arrive the men 
of the two akhras who bad actually been engaged in the fight had taken to 
flight. The police then proceeded to arrest anybody and everybody whom 
they could lay hands on, and to belabour them mercilessly ‘like so many 
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and jackals. One man named Methoo is authentically reported 
— brought to death’s door from the blows he received. Stine to have 
It is rumoured that the police this year ry provoked a breach of 
the peace, because their request that security bonds should be taken from each 
akhra according to the custom of previous years was this year not acceded 
to by the District Magistrate. 


5. The same paper publishes a poem a 
ee the incidents alluded to in the 3 
paragraph. 
6. With reference to the Muharram riots at Midnapore, the Sandhya 
The Muharram riots at Midnapore. 8 of the 14th March writes that about 


rty-four persons, without discrimination 
between the guilty and the innocent, were put in the lock-up. They include 
in their number mere spectators, some of whom had come from the remote 
villages, as also a man who is notorious all over the town as insane. 

As an illustration of the indiscriminate manner in which the police made 
arrests, it is stated that a Hindu neighbour got caught because he had pointed 
out to some policemen who were attempting to enter a Musalman’s house that 
there were females in the house, The paper then goes on to complain of the 
manner in which the police treated those who were in their custody. Some 
were allowed to begin partaking of the meal which had been brought by the 
forethought of their friends, but not to finish eating; others again were r 
— to eat at all because the meals for them were a little late in being 

rought. 

Then again, when at night, some of the imprisoned men sore pressed by 
hunger and thirst cried out for water and some slight refreshments, the police, 
first distributed amongst them a few pice worth of fried rice (muri), and when 
they finished eating this mocked them by placing a pail of water in their 
presence, but refusing to allow them to drink out of it, at the same time 
sneeringly reminding them of the death agonies from thirst of Imam 
Hosain. = 

The paper concludes by pointing out that the official refusal this year 
to permit some of the akhras to proceed on the evening of the day on which 
the riot occurred to the local kerbela for the customary burial, of the tazias 
as demanded by the tenets of their faith was an interference with the 
principle of non-interference with religion professed to be practised by the 
Government of India. 

7. The Hitavadi [Calcutta of the 9th March asks, why was the College 
Square Park closed to the public on the occasion 
The closing of College Square of the last Convocation of the Calcutta University? 
on the occasion of the last Con. Was it the fear of rebellious students or the 
dreaded possibility of the words bande mataram 
reaching the ears of the Viceroy, the Lieutenant-Governor and other officials 
that led Mr. Halliday to keep the Park and its neighbourhood clear of 
spectators? The head of Colootola Street also was kept clear in the same 
manner with the help of a posse of native and European policemen who even 
went the length of beating a number of innocent pedestrians. Did Mr. Halliday 
3 1 this on his own initative, or had he any orders from his superiors to this 
effect 

8. The Hitavarta [Calcutta] of the 11th March is sorry that, as on the 
occasion of the Prince of Wales’ visit to the Senate 
Hall, the people were not permitted to assemble 
within and around the College Square on the 
occasion of the last Convocation when a large number of police constables with 
their big lathis made up for the absence of spectators there. | 

9. The Howrah Hitaishi [Howrah] of the 10th March deprecates a 

3 VVT osal believed to be under the consideration 
„„ in of Government to transfer Jagatballavpur thana 
to Munshirhat. It is urged that Munshirhat us 
as much unhealthy owing to malaria as Jagatballavpur is; that it possesses 
no metalled roadways to connect it with outlying villages, and that it is 
situated at one extremity of the thana area. Tbat Jagatballavpur thana 1 
at present so malarious is because it is surrounded by trees on all sides and 
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has no tank in its neighbourhood to draw pure water from. The other 

parts of Jagatballa vpur are not so malarious as this portion, where this thans 

is located. The village has a school, a post-office, a sub-registry office, a 

District Board d&k bungalow, numerous zamindari rute lleries, and it is 

the seat of some amount of banking business and of trade. It has a railway 

station too. The removal of the thana from here will be a serious deprivation 
the place. 225 

. 10. A correspondent of the Ratnakar [Asansol] of the 10th March calls REI, 

Derm, “POD the District Officer and the District Superin- Mer. 1th, 1906. 

ae gang against @ Parese tendent of Police of Hooghly to take notice of 

: the conduct of Babu Durga Prosanno Mukerji, 

Daroga of the Arambagh thana, in a case of theft ay decided before the 

local Deputy Magistrate in which Babu Kamakhya Prosad Banerji and 

Dasarathi Banerji were the accused. It is suggested that the Daroga acted 

from malice prepense and in collusion with the man whose property was 

stolen in subjecting Kamakhya Babu to uncalled for indignity and in 

challaning him as an accused in this case. 


() — Working of the Courts. 


11. In noticing the case of the Military Officer who insulted the Judge Hrmavanm, 
ae oe ae of the Agra Small Cause Court, the Hitavarta Mar. 11th, 1906, 
4 Ace contemph ot Hear? [Calcutta] of the 11th March is unable to under- 
stand the conduct of the local District Judge who, 
being a gentleman and conversant with the procedure of the Courts, made 
no attempt to preserve the dignity of a Court of Justice and the honour of 
his subordinate, but permitted the officer to go away, being influenced b 
a feeling of race. His conduct has certainly brought discredit on the Britis 
name. It is to be hoped, however, that the Judge of the Small Cause Court 
will stand firm to his resolution. 


(d)—Education. 


12. The Jyoti (Chittagong) of the 8th March says that for some years Irons, 
past there ha ve been frequent transfers of profes- Mar, stb, 1906. 
sors and teachers in the Chittagong College and 
Collegiate School. This is deplorable, because 
such transfers do great barm to the regular studies of the pupils. Again, 
it is rumoured that a reduction of the staff of teachers in the school is being 
contemplated by the Government. But will not such reduction lower the 
standard of instruction in the school? 
13. The Sri Sri Vishnu Priya-o-Ananda Bazar Patrika Calcutta] of the dn sm visunc- 
6 8th March says that the whole trend of Sir rn 
3 ee. Alexander Pedler's last Convocation speech was lar. sin, 1906. 
a to prove the necessity of making a large increase 
in the number of European professors in the Education Department. The 
effect of this speech, says the writer, will be seen within a year or two, but 
the * was nothing but an echo of the real intentions of the Govern- 
ment. 
14. The Hitavarta [Calcutta] of the 11th March reproduces in substance E uns, 
1 4 the article in the Statesman of the 4th March mar. 11m 1006. 
speech. Voenvosstton yegarding the uninteresting nature of Sir 
Alexander Pedler’s Convocation speech and the 
relief felt by all when it was over. It is said how every one, from His 
Excellency the Chancellor down to the Commissioner of Police, “ succumbed 
one by one tothe narcotic influence of the monotonous and scarcely audible 
speech of the Vice-Chancellor.” 
15. The Khulnavasi [Khulna] of the 10th March after pointing out the nau 
Sir William Ie. Warner's Mission of the Queen's Proclamation of 1858 from sas, 10, 1906. 
Citisen of India. = = = the pages of Sir William Lee-Warner’s Citizen of 
India quotes two passages from that book occurring 
on pages 139 and 155, respectively, in which the author regards famines 
in india as inevitable occurrences ef nature and praises the British Government. 
of India as the first which has attempted to combat them. The paper then 
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des on strongly to controvert the position thus taken up by the a 
arious Nine Bhs suggested by this 12 Sir William's book, the — 
tendency of the suggestions being that the British Government of India 
should be held responsible for the occurrence of these famines, and that that 
Government is not the first which has attempted to combat these visitations. 

The concluding criticism is with reference to a quotation from page 76 
of the book, where the British are praised for having brought into India “ney 
ideas of freedom and toleration.“ This statement is sought to be disproved 
by a reference to the alleged persecution of those engaged in spreading the 
Swadeshi movement and to the alleged placing of impediments in the way of 
education, such as the introduction of the Kindergarten methods, of Messrs. 
MacMillan & Co’s. text-books, of drill and drawing, and of transfer fees are 
described to be. 


(e Local Self-Government and Municipal Administration. 


16, The Maldaha Samachar [CM yg of 1 7th * 9 that in the 
forthcoming local municipal elections certain 
Alleged sale of votes at Malda. irants for the office of Commissioner have 
offered to buy votes at the rate of a rupee each. 
14 — 17. A correspondent of the Sanjivant [Calcutta] of the 8th March says 
1 Mar. 8h, 1906, 3 that a strike of milkmen is imminent in Chitta- 
ani Ee ten. gong town owing to the imposition of a tax of 
at Ak Chittagong town. . — * . 
at . 8 per annum on every cow kept within town 
1 Fi: i : limits. 
Abia — 18. The Prasun [Katwa] of the 9th March writes that the plague is on 
1 


Mar. 9th, 1906. ii abies ts hits the increase at Katwa Town. A general panic 
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prevails, and, some employés on the staff of the 

ae newspaper are threatening to leave their posts. Six attacks with three | 
But deaths are reported for the week ending the 9th March; the total figures up to 
Ai * date are 28 attacks, 18 deaths and 10 cases still suffering. 
1 a 19. The Nadia [ Krishnagar] of the 10th March praises Dr. Clayton 
Lane, the present Civil Surgeon of Nadia, as a 
most dutiful and expert medical officer, to whose 
efforts, aided by those of Babu Batuk Bihari Ghose, 
Vaccination Inspector, is due the present mitigation of the severity with 

11 which pox lately raged all over the district. The paper then goes on to 1 

mo of the alarm with which it has heard the report that 25 or 26 deaths have 

— 14 already occurred from the plague at Santipur town, the Municipality of which 

is, of course, doing its best to prevent the spread of the disease. 


Mar. 10th, 1906. . 
Small-pox and the plague in 
Nadia. * 


Ninan, 20. The Villar [Contai] of the 18th March writes that the severity uf 
Mar. 18th, 1906. nn. the epidemic of cholera in the Ramnagar thana 
olera in Midnapore. 


has not yet abated. Deaths are still occurring 
daily; the schools, etc., remain closed. The Government has not yet sent 
down any medical assistance. 
DaiLy Hiravabt, 21. A correspondent of the Daily Hitavadi [Calcutta] of the 10th March 
ee oe ee Seer draws attention to the prevalance of water scarcity 
Dace s. 8e in and of cholera in a very small village of the name 
) of Latbadi, thana Rupganj, in Dacca. Seventy 
deaths from this disease are already reported to have occurred. The complaint 
of water scarcity is peculiar not to this village alone, but to about a dozen 
villages in its neighbourhood. Government assistance is solicited to remove 
the difficulty. 


(g)—Railways and Communications, including Canals and Irrigation. 


— 22. It is rumoured, says the correspondent of the Jyott [Chittagong] of 
Mar. 1006, ; Wanted damming dl a ver in the 8th March, that the Collector of Chittagong 
4 us Chittagong district. has, owing to the objection of the Forest Depart- 


ment, rejected a petition of the inhabitants of 
Rangania, praying for a damming of the Ichhamati river for purposes of irriga- 
ition. Great distress prevails in Rangania; and the only hope of its inh. 
tants now lies in the rabi crops, the success of which depends on irrigation 
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done. Will the Government abstain from saving the lives of thousands of 
le out of regard for the 3 4 of the Forest Department? The 
cultivators of Rangania are willing to keep in the N dam enough open 
space to allow the Department's laden boats to pass through. 
23. The Sanjwant [Calcutta] of the 8th March says that most of the S. an. 
1 rivers in Be are silting up with the result tat %* '* 
4 Gore, and canal. the health and the inland trade of the country are 
sepsis gradually deteriorating. The silting up of the 
Bhagirathi is * on the commercial importauce of such big centres of 
trade as Ajimganj, Baluchar, Murshidabad and Berhampore. But Govern- 
ment, which spends crores of rupees on extensions of railways, does not think 
of making such an important river navigable, Tne opening out of the 
Madaripur 4/1 is fetching the Government a dividend of 5 per cent. on the 
initial outlay. This shows that re-excavations of khals and cutting and 
deepening of rivers in this country for purposes of navigation cannot fail to 
be remunerative. But Government will do nothing of the kind. It spent 12 
crores on the Assam- Bengal Railway and the line caused it a loss of 40 lakhs 
in 1904. 
24, With reference to * 2 cated of — the — Negron 1 
ae angavast [Calcutta] of the 10th Marc gests Mar. 10th, 1906. 
„ the dedralftey, from the point of aw at 
roved cultivation, of re-excavating two other streams, also in the Hooghly 
strie, viz., the Saraswati and the Kunti, as well as two silted-up his in 
the same locality, those, namely, that adjoin the villages of Sugandha, Gotu, 
and Amarpur in the one case, and Balikukhari, Senet and Beta in the other. 
25. The Bankura Darpan [Bankura] of the 8th March, after announcing Barcus Dasras, 
eae ee ‘that on the 14th ultimo the Agent of the Bengal- . 8th, 1% 
„ Wengarwaspar Rates. Nagpur line had an interview with the District 
officer of Bankura, goes on to say that the various wants and complaints in 
connection with this line, which have been referred to in its columns time 
to time, are understood to have been brought to the Agent’s notice on this 
occasion by the District officer. But as yet no remedial action appears to have 
been taken in connection even with any one of them. The paper therefore 
appeals for the direct interference of the Lieutenant-Governor. 
As regards the wants and complaints above referred to, fresh mention is 
made of the following :— 


? (1) Provision for watches at both ends of the bridge over the Dwarkeswar 
ream. 

(2) Provision for wire-fencing on both sides of the line in order to keep 
off intending suicides, who, according to a recent circular by the Railway 
authorities on the subject, issued as a result of the case of Driver Forsyth and 
Raimoni, are no more to be prevented from carrying out their purpose by any 
railway employé who may chance to come across them. 

(3) Withdrawal by official interference of the circular referred to in (2). 

Attention is also drawn to the recurring unpunctuality of the mixed train 
which, leaving Bhangpur at early morning, is expected to reach Bankura by 
10 o' clock, but 5 does so before 1. P. u.; and the suggestion is offered in 
this connection that the mixed goods and passenger train should be dis- fo 
continued, since its punctuality cannot be generally relied on and a separate 
local 2 train instituted. 

The paper concludes by pointing out that s trains on the Midnapore- 
Jheria section have ene — 12 to 18 per diem, and that this increase is 
responsible for the irregularity of the passenger trains, and that a doubling of 
the perm anent-way is therefore immediately called for. n 

26. The Howrah Hitais bi [Howrah } of the 10th}March makes the follow-gHowsas Hm, 

n i ing complaints in connection with the Howrah- M.. 10th, 190. 
„f. Ante Light Rail- Amta Light Railway :— 
N (1) At Telkul Ghat Station different booking 

offices for different classes of tickets exist, but are not made use of. First-class 
and inter-class tickets are issued at the booking office for third-class tickets, thus 
producing an avoidable crush. : 

(2) The seats in inter-class carriages are not cushioned. 

(+) There is no second-class accommodation. 


n 8 . e wum a 
ae S pa kh . — — N — we waa? —— x 1 — . —_— 
* — ma, * : + 4 x pee 29 hey De 
. = oe thew ee 8 . * N N . 
E — De — . . 1 es) 3 ~ * 0 3 * 
. > 8 R x * 8 8 
hr ® aS ek PS aN * FOS ae tt? ASE 
. - : ; - We 


8 Ras Me se — — 
ae eS ae — = . 
— 
~~ “on oe 7 rn ay ae roe 
; eS 
~ oe 25 — 
er os 1 “ b 
— — : > 
ei ee ae 


oe w = — ~ 


Dalcr HitavaDd!l, 
Mar. 10th, 1906. 


Dacca GATT, 
Mar. 5th, 1906. 


( 212 ) 


(4) The up-trains on Saturdays and the down-trains on Mondays 
almost regularly overcrowded. | 

27. The. ail Hitavadi 1 of the 10th March mentions a cage ; 

which one Nidhu Thakur and others who had 

bought tickets for the journey from Howrah to 
Bally on the 3rd instant, intending to travel by the last train available that da 
and who missed their train and availed themselves of the first morning train ay ME 
able the next day, were made to pay fare over again as well as penalty 50 3 
they arrived at their destination. The paper inquires how it is that the tick 
inspector on duty at Howrah allowed these men, after examining their tick 
to travel, and ascribes this mistake on the ticket-collector’s part to the disconti 
uance of the old practice of indicating on each ticket the particular train 1 
which it was to be available. or 


are 


A railway complaint. 


(- General. 


28. The Dacca Gen of the 5th March writes as follows in 
snglish :— 

‘ So, after all, the fate of Bengalis sealed! The 
Parliament has not thought it proper to re-open the question. They take the 
partition as a settled thing and. as such, the Liberals, with all their loud profes- 
sions of loyalty to the saying, Vox populi vox Dei, would not agree to ask the local 
authorities to reconsider the matter, though they admit that the partition has 
been carried out against the vehement opposition of the people to be affected by 
it. This is liberalism! Mr, John Morley is reported to be a man ofstrong con- 
victions. He is not the man tu accept as gorpel truth anything that might be 
placed before him without subjecting it to the crucial test of a thorough personal 
examination of the same, but, as fate would have it, in matters concerning the 
vital interests of the peuple of this ill-fated country, even a man of Mr, 
Morley’s calibre has found it necessary to accept informations at second-hand, as 
is 29 by his declaration of faith that he bad been assured by the highest 
authority that the agitation against partition was subsiding. Knowing people 
will bear us out when we say that Mr. Morley’s statement is a fiction, pure and 


Mr. Morley and the partition. 


simple. If by the word subsidence Mr. Morley means that people are getting 
reconciled to the patition day by day, we can only say he is living in a fool’s 
Paradise—that he has not been served sight loyally by the Indian hoozoors. 
To any casual reader of Indian newspapers the fact will * as clear as day- 


* 


light that the peuple are far from being reconciled to it. The uctions of the 
local authorities have made the people more resolute than ever to continue 
their agitation against it. Meetings are being held in all purts of the country 
protesting against the break - neck precipitancy with which the proceedings jn 
connection with the partition are being conducted. 

If the agitation is subsiding at all, it is in the direction of outward demon- 
stration for which no necessity exists at present. What was a dire necessity in 
October last is no longer a nevessity in March—the modus operan um has been 
changed according to the exigency of the case. The whole country is now 
astir ; there has been a perfect unanimity of opinion among the leaders of the 
country as to the far-reaching evil effect the partition will have on the solidarity 
of the entire Bengali nation which was being moulded into a homogeneous 
whole under the fostering care of the benign British Government. We were 
moving with the flowing tide and making rapid strides towards the realisation 
of some of our highest ambitions, but the cruel partition will place the dial of 
our national progress another century back. In short, what little progress 
the Bengalis have made as a nation during the century and-a-hali they have 
had the benetit of British rule will receive a rude and sudden check under the 
present administrative arrangement, so carefully thought out by that arch; poli- 
tican, Lord Curzon. Pity it is that even a Liberal Government should feel no 
hesitation in perpetuating that cruel wrong. a 

Mr. Morley has no doubt tried his best to sugar the bitter pill, and tbis 18 
all the more reprehensible, coming, as it does, from one whose honesty of pur- 
pose and high standard of political morality have marked him out as one of the 
great pillars of the old sturdy Gladstone type of liberalism in whose vocabulary 
the word expediency had no place. ae 
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Is there really any sign of subsidence 80 vauntingly quoted by Mr. 
Morley from Indian Official Despatches? If it has subsided at all, we fear 
the accumulated matter has gone deep down to the f. undation of the great edi- 
fice that the British statesmen have been gs in this country for the last 
century and-a-balf, To speak in plain language, the British Rule in India is 
established on the willing allegiance of the people who honestly believe that for 
the regeneration, political, social and moral, of the country, it stands in imper- 
ative need of the protecting arm of a great civilized and benevolent Power, and 
Providence has, in His infinite Wisdom, sent the English people to do the 
needful, and will take them away as soon as the mission is fulfilled. Such 
being the case, is it desirable that the pent-up feelings of the people failing to 
find an outlet in outward demonstration should saturate the underground 
foundation and thus slacken the love and fidelity of the people to the ‘British 
Government ? | 

We put it to our rulers to say, which is more conducive to the permanent 
stability of the British Raj—the free and profuse escape of heated feelings 
through the safety-valve of outward demonstration or the pent-up feelings to 
spend themselves as best as they can within air-tight iron cauldrons sp-cially 
manufactured for the people by its present-day rulers on the Legislative Anvil 
of the country ? And what are we to say of tho clear vision of those who 
could represent this terrible state of things as indicative of the near approach 
of the clearing up of the atmosphere? To us it is only the lull before the 
storm. 

But we would ask our friends not to give way to despair. It was only a 
political speech of Mr. Morley, more intended to save appearances than to con- 
vey any explicit meaning. Something more may lie hidden in the labyrinth 
of a political speech than what appears on the surface. So let us hope against 
hope. We know there is no cloud so thick and dark as to be without its silver 
lining. There are words in the speech which are susceptible of more than one 
interpretation; +o let us hold our soul in peace in expectation of something 
better turning up. It is the unexpected tliat often happons in political as in 
other mundane affairs. | 

29, Referring to Mr. Morley’s speech on the partition of Bengal, the Bone Saxsivant, 

si Burdwan Sanjivani [Burdwan] of the 6th March Mar. 6th, 19%. 
Bort, Mcrley on the partition of says that it is impossible for the authorities to 
. shake off the false idea of maintaining the vrestige 
of the Government and maintaining their zd. In this world the weak are 
everywhere hated and disregarded by the strong. It is, therefore, quite 
natural that the Eng' ish should consider the Bengalis as cats and dogs. Under 
such circumstances it is useless for the latter tu approach the Government with 
petitions for redress of their grievances, They can never expect justice from 
the English in matters in which their interest clashes with that of their rulers. ) 
30. The Garu Mihir een of the 6th March writes as Cuuu Minte, 
1 ae 2 follows:— Mar 6th, 1906, 

Ain Oe he PRPS The Bengali is today overwhelmed with 
a mighty grief. Mr. Morley has expressed himself in Parliament unwilling to 
interfere with Lord Curzon’s action in the partition of Bengal. And thus the 
year-long cry of the Bengali has gone for nothing, and the last thread of 
hope to which he clung in his adversity has at last snapped asunder. His 
heart has given way under his load of grief and despair. 

Englishmen do not possess the capacity to realise how the Bengali’s days 
have been passing since Mr. Risley published his first scheme of a partition of 
Bengal. From that day all peace and happiness were vanished from the 
Bengali home. For a full year the Bengali expressed his sentiments in 
various ways, and informed the Government of his fears and apprel nsions, 
but his grief failed to melt the adamantine heart of the Government of India, 
and Lord Curzon did not pay the least heed to the Bergali’s agitation. In 
his adversity the Bengali has done what it was possible for him, as belonging 
+ 8 people, to do. But it is not given to man to contend against 

18 fate. 

Though the people of India had lost their faith in the authorities in this 
country, they had faith in the English people. They believed that if their 
grievances were not removed in this country, Euglaud would not refuse to 
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listen to their prayers; that the country “which erected its glory on Clive 
humiliation cod Warren Hastings’ — of his sins Weald as — 
wrong done by Lord Curzon to continue. Without this belief the Bengali 
would not have continued their agitation to the last. Though disappointed 
over and over again, they made repeated representations of their PP ade 
to the British Government, because they had faith in the Regis cen 

But Mr. Morley has given a rude shock to that faith of the Bengalis. people, 


The lesson that the Bengalis have learnt in the present agitation w; 
never die out of their memory. ‘They have realised that there is — 
between Conservatives and Liberals as s India, and that India has no 
interest in whether a Brodrick or a Morley becomes the Secretary of 
State. Our joy atthe victory of the Liberal party was quite unwarranted, 
We deceived ourselves with a vain hope when we saw Mr. Morley, the 
dearest disciple of the Grand Old Man, at the helm of Indian affairs, We 
however, cherished in our hearts no aspirations which were impossible 
of fulfilment. We did not agitate for any high political rights. That we, 
the whole Bengali nation, should be allowed to remain united under one 
administration is not certainly an unreasonable prayer. But Englishmen 
have slighted even this poor prayer of the Bengalis, aud Mr. Morley has 
refused to fulfil their aspirations even in this trifling matter. 


We are filled with grief on reflecting on the evil consequences which 
will follow Mr. Morley’s policy in this partition affair. The impression will 
now take a firm root in the popular mind in India that if the rulers of this 
country do any wrong, there is no tribunal where redress can be obtained. 
The Secretary of State has clearly told us that a subject nation has no right 
to indulge in political agitation. And there is a cry all over the land that 
it is useless to represent our 1 to the British Government. The 
political wiseacres of England are not doing right to create this feeling of 
despair in India ; because if the feeling goes on strengthening, the work of 
administration will become more and more difficult. Ireland is an illustration 
in point to show how difficult the venom of distrust and discontent renders 
the work of administration, No intelligent Englishman will like to convert 
Bengal into a volcano, for such conversion is desirable neither for the rulers 
nor for the ruled. But the policy which the Secret of State has chosen 
to pursue in regard to the partition question is sure to be followed by popular 
distrust and discontent. 


Reader, you had thought one day that a change of ministry in England 
would bring about a reversal of the partition and of the unnatural policy 
inaugurated by Lord Curzon. But you did not then think that the interest 
of the Bengalis was too insignificant a thing in comparison with British 

restige. The Secretary of State could not justify the partition effected by 
2 Curzon, and admitted that Bengal had been dismembered in disregard of 
universal protest of the Bengali 2 Still he refused to undo the partition 
on a very slight pretext. Has Mr. Morley then done us this grievous wrong 
simply under the delusion of prestige? , where is the man whose faith 
can remain unshaken after this downfall of a Liberal Minister ? 


The Bengali has now been placed in a very critical situation. Shall we 
remain silent because Mr. Morley has disappointed us? Shall we lose heart 
under this disappointment? Shall we allow the awakening of national life, 
at which we Save been delighted, to vanish? It is to be hoped that no 
Bengali will follow such a suicidal course. No nation has ever risen in 
a day or two. Ireland has agitated for a century, but has not yet succeeded 
in gaining what she aims at. We should take courage from the example of 
other nations and keep disuppointment at a distance. The truth is that the 
result of the Parliamentary discussion will increase the agitation a hund 
fold, and the fire that has been kindled in Calcutta will envelope the whole of 
Bengal. We shall never contentedly accept the partition, but raise our voice 
in loud protest from every village and every town. The torrent of Swadesh 
agitation will shake all India. Awake one and all without the least delay 
and arrange for protest meetings at e centre. Mr. Morley has committed 
@ serious mistake. In the hope of establishing peace in Bengal he has 
in serious disquiet there. ) 
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„ Referring to Mr. Morley's speech on the partition of Bengal, the 
= Eh: Sri “Sh Vishnu Priya-o-Ananda Bazar Pas. 

Mr. Morley on the partition of Meer on! of the 8th March writes as follows:— _ 
Bengel. We have always held the opinion that it is 
not in Mr. Morley's power to undo what Lord Curzon has done. But we take 
objection to this statement made by the Secretary of State that the feeling 
against the partition is subsiding. Even if this statement be ce tgpe to be 
true, is it not the duty of a Liberal Secretary of State to annul a measure 
which was carried against the unanimous wish of a whole nation in order to 
serve some selfish end of the Government? No agitation can be everlasting, 
especially in a country like Bengal, where people are naturally averse to 
political agitations. till tbe agitation against the partition assumed a 
magnitude unparallelled in the history of the country. But instead of doing 
any good this agitation only served to bring down all sorts of official oppres- 
sion on the heads of the people. Public meetings were prohibited and people 
taking part in the agitation were persecuted. If in spite of all this Lord 
Minto has informed Mr. Morley that the feeling against the partition is 
subsiding, means must be adopted to inform the latter of the real state of 
things. The partition is still a rankling sore in the hearts of the Bengalis. 
It is only fear of the Government which prevents them from giving full 
expression to their feeling. But the agitation against the partition is still 
living, and it is a pity that Lord Minto does not eh himself informed of all 
this. Another argument brought forward by Mr. Morley aguinst a reversal of the 
partition was that the partition was an accomplished fact. It did not redound 
to the glory of a Liberal of Mr. Morley’s stamp to use such an argument. 
Was not Mr. Brodrick’s sanction to the partition given under such circum- 
stances as to make it improper according to the rules of procedure obtaining 
in the House of Commons? Even Sir Henry Fowler says it was improper. 
It is, therefore, inconceivable, how a great Liberal like Mr. Morley could 
reconcile himself to it. The Secretary of State perhaps knows nothing about 
India. Lord Minto’s knowledge of the country is also nil, and it was most 
probably Lord Curzon’s words which he transmitted to Mr. Morley. 


32. The Samay [Calcutta] of the 9th March says that Mr. Morley’s 
ee attitude in the matter of the partition of Bengal 
— and the partition of shows that his liberalism does not extend to India. 
: The inherent nature of an Englishman never 
forsakes him whether he is a Conservative, a Liberal or a Radical English 
Liberalism will never confer high privileges on Indians or check the 
despotism of the Government of India to the prejudice of the interests of 
Englishmen. 


33. Referring to the holding of twenty meetings simultaneously in; 


different parts of Calcutta on the 3rd March last 
; to protest against Mr. Morley’s statement that the 
agitation against the partition was dying out, the Mihir-o-Sudhakar [Calcutta] 
of the 9th March enquires why the leaders of the Hindu community, 
those cool-headed men, that is, who have half-a-century of experiente in 
conducting political agitation, have now suddenly become deranged in mind. 
One cannot understand the. necessity there was for this boyish display. The 
English, the rulers of the country, are a powerful race. How can those who 
seek to obtain what they want from such a people by means other than 
amicable, be described otherwise than as insane? Cannot work be done 
silently ? Everybody can feel what the outcome will be if the Swadeshi ayita- 
tion is to be used as a cloak for the boycott of British goods as a retaliation 
for the partition. Success may be achieved if the Swadeshi movement is pushed 
on wholly apart from any connection with political ends. 


34. In the opinion of the Ratnakar [Asansol] of the 10th March, there is 
no necessity of any renewal of agitation against 
the partition. What is now wanted are meetings 
to spread the boycott of things British, and endeavours to cheapen and 
improve the quality of indigenous goods, The adoption of such a course is 
calculated to do good to the country not a hundredth part of which can be 
got from petitioning Government for a thousand years in succession. 


Mr. Morley and the partition. 
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35. Referring to Mr. Morley’s speech on the partition of Benga 
. 5 Howrah Hitaishi [Howrah] of the 10th Pn 
Mr. Morley and the partition says :— | 15 25 

of Bengal. This time we must do somethiug which will 
make Englishmen realise that in the Kingdom of God wrong - doers and abettors 
of wrong-doing never escape punishment. Bengalis may be weak, cowardly 
lifeless, poor and unarmed, but there is no questioping the fact that they are 
more spiritually-minded and God-fearing than Englishmen. And their spiritual 
— will now make itself felt in the boycott of English goods. The 
Bengalis may not show their excitement by shedding the blood of their rulers 
but, by means of lawful unity and earnestness of purpose, they are sure to 
check the rigour of the Government. There is no sedition in the Bengali’s 
boycott of British goods. The God-fearing Hindus and Musalmans will never 
take up arms against their Sovereign. If the boycott succeeds, the real danger 
will come from English Jabourers who, if thrown out of employment, will 
surely make matters too hot for the Government. It is no mad idea that the 
tears of the eight crores of Bengalis will be able to check the brutelity of a 
handful of Englishmen. 


36. The Bangavasi [Calcutta] of the 10th March writes as follows with 
reference to Mr. Morley’s recent pronouncements 
in Parliament on the partition question :— 
Examine the history of the entire period of British rule in India, and 
you will find that in cases where you stood to lose and the English to gain 
the cries of millions of throats have not produced any effect. Look at the 
case of the Arms Act for instance, But measures where you stood to gain 
something and the English to lose nothing, you have succeeded in obtaining 
when you have asked for them, and you may even get them without the 
asking. Has it not been made cler to you even now that political agitation 
in India is futile and beyond your rights? Devote yourselves to the Swadeshi 


cause, dissociated from politics, 


37. The Bangavasi [Calcutta] of the 10th March publishes a cartoon 
under the heading Morley-mirage,” in which 
Mr. Morley is shown as the sun throwing out rays 
which delude a number of deer (with human faces) into mistaking land 
for water; these deer are represented some as having taken plunges forward, 
others as being held back by a nun ber of human beings. 

The letterpress is as follows :— 

Led by a mistaken view of water produced by the sun’s rays, the 
maddened deer rushes on to appease its thirst. Its friend in distress warns 
it that there is not a drop of water there, and that it will be disappointed 
to find that it is only a mirage.” 


38. Seeing that almost all Government measures under the last as well 
as the present ministry have been sanctioned 
simply as a matter of courtesy to those who devised 
them, the Bharat Mitra [Calcutta] of the 10th March observes that King 
Edward’s reign deserves to be called a reign of courtesy just as the reign of 
His Majesty’s uugust mother was a reign of clemency and goodness. 

Mr. Broderick sanctioned the partition of Bengal out of courtesy to 
Lord Curzon and relieved His Lordship of the charge of India out of 
courtesy to Lord Kitchener. Mr. Balfour was allowed to continue in his 
office in spite of his defeats in deference to his wishes. Things have 
hardly improved with the advent of the new ministry. Mr. Morley, though 
convinced of the dangerous character of the army reform vesting Lor 
Kitchener with enormous powers, has not interfered with it out of courtesy an 
with the partition through fear of Lord Minto’s resignation, No one cares 
for the lamentations of the people. 


39. The Hitavarta [Calcutta] of the 11th March says that some of 5 
Anglo-Indian contemporaries are very 2 
over the refusal of Parliament to consider the 
a motion regarding the partition of Bengal, un, 
is hardly cause for it. Mr. Herbert Roberts has withdrawn his motion, but i 
may make his motion again on a suitable opportunity. If the Bengal 
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in the meantime continue their agitation, Mr. Morley will be compelled to, 
admit that the agitation has not subsided. ad 

40. The Dacca Prakas Dacca | of the 11th March says that the partition 

0 

What Eastern Bengal should j nhabitants of the new province must make the best 
i of the worst situation. Every effort should be 
made to preserve and foster the feeling of nationality among them, and 
with such men as the Maharaja of Mymensingh, the Maharaja of Natore, 
Babus Ananda Mohan, Ambika. Charan, Aswinikumar, Sitanath, Anandra 
Chandra, Jatra Mohan, and Messrs. Gaznavi, Rasul and A. Chaudhuri as 
their leaders, the task does not at all seem an impossible one. These leaders 
should lose no time in deciding upon the course of action which they should 
now follow. Powerful associations representing the landed interest and the 
public should be at once established on the model of those existing in Western 
Bengal. Really able and patriotic men should be elected to watch the 
country’s interests in the Legislative Council, and the feeling of unity which 
is steadily growing among all the inhabitants of India should be carefully 
fostered. Separated from Western Bengal, Eastern Bengal must learn to stand 
upon its own legs, and the task, though a very difficult one, is not altogether 
impossible. The Swadeshi agitation must be maintained at all costs becuuse the 
prosperity of the country depends on its success. And people must learn 
to avoid the temptations of service. But all this must be done without 
incurring the displeasure of the Government. It would be madness to expect 
success by making Government an enemy. | : 

41. The Kasipur Nivast [Barisal] of the 7th March suggests the 
desirability of opening a post-cffice at village 
Baisdia, in the Patuakhali subdivision of Backer- 
ganj. The village contains a population of about 20,000 heads, who take in 
and send out a large number of letters, newspapers, parcels, etc. 

42. The Samivani [Calcutta] of the 8th March says that the Daily 
News of London published a letter from its 
Calcutta correspondent in which it was said that 
Sir B. Fuller had advised the Magistrate of Siraj- 
gunge to suppress the Swadeshi movement by hammering on men’s heads. 
The Pioneer of Allahabad, however, says that His Honour gave no such advice. 
This defence does not carry much weight, because it comes neither from 
Sir Bamfylde nor from the Magistrate of Sirajgunge. There is no gain- 
saying the fact that the beginning of police oppression at Sirajgunge was 
synchronous with the visit of Sir Bamfylde to the town. The statement made 
by the Calcutta correspondent of the Daily News cannot, therefore, be 
disbelieved on the evidence of the Pioneer alone. And the manner in which 
Sir Bamfylde has been since conducting himself doos not at all make it 
impossible for him to have given the advice of hammering. 

43. Referring to the appointment of the Assam Labour Commission, 
the Daily Hitavadi [Calcutta] of the 9th March 
writes as follows: 

The Assam cooly law is a blemish on the reputation of the Government 
of India. By it the British Government has introduced a sort of slave trade 
in India in the interest of tea-planters. The law no doubt provides that no 
one is to be made a cooly against his will. But in practice this provision 
shares the fate of many a law in India, and is mer more in its breach 
than in its observance. Every one knows what artful means are employed 
by arkatis to induce poor Sonthal villagers to make contracts of service in 
tea-gardens. Sometimes such contracts are forged without the knowledge 
of the poor victims. There are Government officers whose duty it is to look 
after the health of garden-coolies and inquire if any recruit is unwilling to 
3 to Assam. But these officers generally fail to see through the tactics of 
the wily arkatis, and are often silenced by bribes. Everyone will admit that 
this state of things should not be allowed to continue. But every time 


Wanted a post-office. 


Sir B. Fuller and the Daily 
News of London. 


The Assam Labour Commission. 


Government makes an effort to mitigate the sufferings of the garden-coolies, 


its purpose is defeated by the clamours of the powerful tea-planters. It now 
remains to be seen what the newly-appointed Commission will advise in the 
matter. It will, however, be a matter of the greatest regret if, in consequence 
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its report, the sufferings of the poor garden-coolies are in an 
pale oA Most of the objections commonly raised by the planting 1 
against an abolition of the contract system are extremely flimsy. As to the 
objection that if the contract per is abolished coolies employed in one 
garden may be tempted away by the management of another garden, it can 
be removed by the formation of a loague among the planters with a common 
agreement not to employ a cooly-deserter. : , | 

44, Referring to the appointment of the Assam Labour Commission 

the Swadesh [Calcutta] of the 12th March writes as 

The Assam Labour Commis- follows: | 
ee It was Englishmen whose hearts once melted 
at the sufferings of Negro slaves and who once looked upon the American 
Slave-owners as divels incarnate, But to-day the descendants of those large. 
hearted Englishmen do not shrink from committing all sorts of oppression on 
the cooly slaves employed in the Assam tea-gardens. Self-interest alone 
accounts for this regrettable ehange. In a conflict of interests, the weaker 
party must go to the wall. Both Lord Ripon and Lord Curzon had to give 
way before the powerful tea-plantersin their efforts to mitigate the sufferings 
of the tea-garden coolies. It now remains to be seen what Lord Minto and his 
Cummission will do. | 

45. The Mihir-o-Sudhaker Calcutta] of the 9th March refers to the 

paucity of Musalmans in Government service in 

e the peblic the districts of the Presidency Division, and ascribes 

it, not as is done in the official reports, wholly 
to the want of education among the members of the community, since educa- 
tion has now spread among Musalmans toa considerable extent, Musalman 
B. A.’s and undergraduates being numerous now, but to the obstructive 
influences of the Hindu underlings who man all the Government offices and 
through whose hands every application must pass before it reaches the European 
superior officer. 

After pointing to the discouraging influence which the continued neglect 
by Government of the claims of such Musalmans as have already received 
sufficiently high education is calculated to exercise on the spread of education 
amongst the community generally, the paper concludes with an appeal to 
Government to no longer remain indifferent to the cluims of a loyal section 
of its subjects who lack the pushfulness of the Hindus and thereby to give the 
lie to the impression suggested by its present attitude that it wishes to keep 
the former repressed by the latter. 

46. The same paper, in the course of a different article, writes that the 

8 Musalmans of Bengal have now fallen on evil days; 
noite fallen condition of Muse and there is no denying that their condition is 

ia still passing from the bad to the worse. The 
explanation for this state of things is to be sought in ) the injustice of a 
benevolent Government, (2) the traitorous attitude of Musalman zamindars 
towards members of their own community and their liking for Hindus. 

47. The Daily Hitavadi [Calcutta] of the 9th March, after 1 

pleasure that the Government of Bengal has, as 
the result of the recent agitation in its columns on 
the subject, issued orders for the redress of the grievances of the 9 
of the Secretariat Press, goes on to say that Mr. Chalmers is now adopting 
various devices to punish his subordinates, which, if found necessary, will be 
detailed on a later occasion, The types and pie which hitherto lay scat- 
tered about in the yard are now being hastily 1 and cleaned. It should 
be observed in this connection that the expense of these operations ought to 
be borne by Mr. Chalmers and not by Government. 

4g. On the authority of a correspondent, the Daily Hitavadi [ Calcutta) 

of the 10th March accuses Mr. Bishop, Superinten- 

ee ee 2 dent of the Government Press, Rangoon, of having; 

ernment Press, Kangon. on the occasion of his confirmation in his present 

office in December last, permitted himself, agains 
official rules on the subject, to receive presents “hy an address as well a8 

participate in a feast, the money for all which was collected from his office 

subordinates. : 


The Bengal Secretariat Press. 


—-_ os i. . ot fa b. SO 
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49, In noticing Lord Curson’s: letter to the Nimes on the snbject of 


maꝛe 2 recently sanctioned 
Carson on the Indian the Secretary of the: Bharat: Mitra [Caleutta 


Lord 

en e ot the 10th March says that the late Viceroy 
continues to possess the energy he had in spite of his discomfiture. He wants 
to know who: were the eO sof Mr. Brodrick in framing the Army scheme. 
But why? Does he want: to know anything about the partition too? What 
is he now that he should want to know an and why should any one care 
to tell him what he ‘wants to know ? 22115 ei 

50. After quoting certain es from Lord Minto’s speeches delivered 

cord lebe e ls in England and Bombay in which he gave an out- 

: Yi gee line of the policy he meant to adopt during his 

administration of India, one Gopal Prosan Sharma of Raisalpur: writes: to the 
Hitavarta ¶ Caloutta] of the 11th March to say that one is surprised that Lord 
Minto who gave such assurances should not have taken any steps to put a sto 
to the misgovernment of Sir. Bamfylde Fuller, Has the shout of Ba 
Mataram 5 to do with sedition ? Does the use of swadesht goods mean 
rebellion ? not, why is the New: Province being subjected to the oppression 
of the Gurkhas ? 

51. The Dacca: Gazette [Deco } of the 19th March publishes the following 

“Physician, Heal Thyself.” in English :— ° 

sian 8 2 Boycott is the order of the day. It is therefore 
no wonder that our rulers should be more or less infected by the all- pervading 
spirit of the day. To s ‘the truth, without some such explanation, we can- 
not at all persuade ourselves to believe that Sir ee er. Fuller would agree to 
29 his reputation as a high-minded, far-seeing ruler by having recourse to a 
line of action which smacks of, to use a mild term, peevishness with reference to 
the Weekly Chronicle of Sylhet. — 

The head and front of the guilt of the Chronicle” is that it published, in 


common with a hundred otber papers of the country, a short.account of an 


alleged criminal assault upon a Mehter woman by a constable of the Gurkha 
Military Police, 

It appears that the woman at the last stage refused to sign the — of 
complaint that the mukhtear drafted for her for submission to the Magistrate. 
I. is said that the husband of the woman objected to go to law courts for the fear 
of social ostracism by his caste people. The Government of Sir Bamfylde 
Fuller is making capital of this refusal, and characterises the whole story as false. 
Relying upon this theory, the Chief Secretary of the Government of Eastern 
2 and Assam called upon the Editor to withdraw the statement made in 

is paper. 

It passes our comprehension, why the Government should insist upon the 


withdrawal of the statement. It is not clear, why Sir Bamfylde Fuller's 


Government should betray such unusual anxiety for the good name and reputa- 
tion of the Gurkha constable? Technically speaking, Sir Bamfylde had no 
locus standi in the matter, the utmost the Government could do was to compel 
the constable to sue the Editor for defamation in a Court of justice. 


But instead of doing anything of the kind, the all-powerful Lieutenant 
Governor has had recourse to the defensive weapon of a weak party—the. boy- 
cott which he condemns. in such unmeasured terms when resorted to by: the 
natives of the country in their extreme helplesaness. 

But what effect will this fulmination have upon the native journals? Has 

it any chance of making any impression upon the Editor? We think not. Sir 

Bamtylde must have ill-calculated his strength should he think that the firing of 

5 b 1 cartridge of an official boycott would scare away this crow of a native 
urna ie 


: The withdrawal of the high sounding official support! What is that support, 
Pease? It consists of a few blue-books containing information perhaps of an 
Exhibition to be held in Kamaschatka and so forth! 

As regards official advertisements, the less said the better. We do not think 
that more than a couple of hundreds of rupees is realised from this source. Be 
that as it may, nobody ever dreamt, this was to be regarded as a hush money. 
The sting lies there. It is a pity that Sir Bamfylde F i 


er’s inauguration of the 
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Datlr HTravADt, 
Mar. 13th, 1906. 


Dallt HITavADI. 


NMH, 


Mar. 13th, 1906, 


HiTaVaDL 
Mar. 9th, 1906. 


BEncavast, 


Mar. 10ih, 1606, 


SURED, 


Mar, 4th, 1906. 


he will have to repent in his calmer moments. t more need we say? 
Indian Army expenses. a strength sufficient to defend their coun 
ngly to maintaining that 
The question of army expense will shortly come „ debate in Parliament, 
opposition from many members, —e 
many people as well as the Railways refuse to ace 

any official order been issued against the circulation of these coins? If 
henceforth to constitute legal tender. 

The raiyat and the road-cess. the road-oess regularly from their raiyats, do not 
tenants, collect the road-cess andthe public works cess direct from them and 
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new Provincial Government should be marked by such hasty actions for whic 
52. The Daily Hitavadi (Calcutta) of the 18th March writes that 
of India are willing to keep the Indian Army 
foreign foes ; and they do not grudge contributing their quota to t 
the “Banpire as a whole. But they do object stro ; pe defence of 
army at its present numericial strength, because, so far as oan be foresees 
there is not even a remote possibility of a foreign invasion in the near fy — 
and it is to be hoped that Mr. Haldane will handle this question f 
for any A ee of reduction in the Indian Army are — evoke * N 
53. A correspondent of the Daily Hitavadi Calcutta} of the 138th March 
Rupees of 1886 and 1840. writes that now-a-days in and about Calcutta, 
rupees coined in 1835 and 1840. Such refusal causes great inconveni ) 
the | public, and is one that calls for an inquiry into the facts of the — * 
80, it should be proclaimed by beat of drums in the villages, whe 
now seems to be gaining ground that no coins but those of Edward VII 1 
54. A correspondent writes to the Nihar [Contai] of the 13th March 
deploring that the zamindars, although they collect 
do anything towards the construction or repair of roads or embankments on 
their estates, and suggesting that Government should, in the interest of the 
undertake the duty of spending the proceeds in the excavation of canals 
and the erection of embankments. | 


III ,.—LEGISsLATION, : 


55. The Hitavadi [Calcutta] of the 9th March says that Mr. Carlyle’s 
= 7.7. in the Bengal Legislative Council that 
Sent Canal, em ine famine is not Ae in Bengal and Bibar 
is not justified by the actual state of things in the 
country. The increase in the price of rice has already produced a good 
deal of distress, so that it will not do for the Government simply to-keep an eye 
on the situation as it has promised to do, Measures should be adopted to 
prevent any more export of rice and keep its price low. | 
56. The Bangavasi [Calcutta] of the 10th March says that Mr. Carlyle’s 
statement in the Bengal Legislative Council that 
famine is not apprehended in Bengal and Bihar 
is not based on facts. The price of rice is steadily 
increasing. Severe distress prevails in the Backergunge district. The last 
two weeks’ rains have done great harm to the radi crops. The writer 
says from personal knowledge that great distress prevails in the Kondhara, 
Viletpur, Ranir Bheri and other villages in the Hooghly district. Reports of 
distress are published every week in newspapers. Why should Government 


disbelieve them all, and believe every word of what a police-officer or a village 
chaukidar says? 238 


The question of scarcity in 
the Bengal Council. 


VI.—MiscELLANEous, 

57. The Suhrid [Noakhali | the 4th March says:— 3 
5 ression and injustice now reign in the 

3 4 N condition of the 3 Hundreds of” e * ying of 
Cholera, small-pox and plague. Heavy taxation has 

ruined the people. The shadow of a dreadful famine is before us. India ig 
going to be turned into a pe rere. If the subjects live, they can have 4 
Sovereign at any time; if the raiyats live they can have a zamindar at 4 og 
But there can be no kingdom or zamindari in a wilderness, It should be the 
primary duty of the e dispense justice and maintain peace and conten 
ment in the country y punishing wrong: doers and elping the good, 
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‘nodoms are lost through injustice. Remember the fate of the oppressive, 
— tyrannical Nawab, Seraj-ud-Daula. t 


58. The Dacca Gasetts [Dacca] ag oy 5th 28 fg egg it is a 
3 hopeful th e's eyes have now been 
The e movement. chened at last. No more will th 


ore will they look jongingly 
to distant England. Henceforth everybody will direct his attention home- 
wards, and no longer will court disappointment by looking for h from 
outside. Henceforth the people of the country must learn to stand on their 
own legs. The swadeshi movement must be the one sheet-anchor of the 
country 80 to speak, If it lives, it does not matter if Be: is partitioned 
into hundred fragments instead of into two. Let this truth be impressed 
deeply on the minds of the masses of the country that without the swadeshi 
movement, the very name of the 1. on race is doomed to extinction. The 
struggle for life is becoming daily harder and harder. If one is to come out 
of this struggle and live, one must be a swadeshi. 


59. The Jasohar [Jessore] of the 7th March publishes a fervent exhorta- 


led ly tation to the Bengali people once more to envelop 
to Mr. Motley's attitude towards the whole face of their country with the fumes of a 


* strong flame of agitation. A house-to-house cam- 
paign of boycott of things British must be undertaken. There is no time to look 
tok now; use must be made of this unfailing weapon of terrible power spelling 
death to Manchester. 


60. The Medini Bandhav [Midnapur] of the 7th March publishes an appen- 

| dix sheet exhorting the Hindu public in the names 

An appeal to dissontinue the use of the gods Sri Krishna and Sri Gauranga to bind 

A themselves by a promise not to use red powder of 
foreign manufacture on the occassion of the hol festival. : 


61. The Sanjivani [Calcutta] of the 8th March publishes ‘accounts of public 
meetings held at the following places to protest 
against the partition and stimulate the swadesh 


Protest meetings. 


movement :-— 
Jamalpur, Chandpur. 
Barisal. | Rajshahi. 
Bhola, | Faridpur. 
Berhampore. Mymensingh. 
Sherpur, | Backergunge. 
Mymensingh. Mymensingh. 


62. The Sanjivani [Calcutta] of the 8th March says that Mr. Morley’s 
statement in the House of Commons that the feel 
ing against the partition is subsiding has made 
people mad with rage. Twenty meetings were held on one and the same day 
in Calcutta to protest against the partition and renew the boycott movement. 


63. The Daily Hitavadi [Calcutta j of the 9th March says that at a recent 
‘cha a meeting of the Cambrian Society in Johannesburg 

„ Sn glial and the Moers. it was said that the English and the Boers were 
co-partners, It was these Boers who only the other day made every household 
in England mourn the loss of a husband, brother, father or son, and to-day 
they have become friends and partners of the English. But the Indians who 
have lived peacefully under the English for a century and-a-half, and whose 
timely help saved the British Indian Empire from being totally destroyed 
during the Sepoy mutiny, are still hated natives in the eyes of the white 
rulers. This. clearly shows that it is brute force and not love, which is 
honoured by the English, The manner in which they are oppressing the 


2 will soon make the latter lose their natural feeling of loyalty towards 
em. 


Protest meetings in Calcutta. 


Uriya Papgrs, 


64. The Utkaldipika [Cuttack] of the 3rd March states that the sky was 


Weather in Cuttack. — and the cold severe in the Cuttack town last 


JASOHAR, 


Mar. 7th, 1906. 


Maorm BaNDHAY, 
Mar. 7th, 1900. 


Rarzwanm, 


Mar, 8th, 1906. 


(SaNJIVANt, 


Datty Hrravadl, 


Mar. 9th, 1906. 


Uroma, 
Mar. 3rd, 1906, 


U?KALDIPIEA. 
Mar. 3rd, 1906. 


BaMBaLPoR 
HyrasakIn1. 


Feb. 24th, 1906. 


UPTEKALDABPAN, 
Feb, 26th, 1906. 


BamvaD VAHIEA, 
Mar. Ist, 1906. 


UTS AaLDIPIEA. 
Mar, 3rd, 1906. 


UAL Daran 
Feb, 20th, 1906. 


URIYA AND 
NavVaSaMvaD, 


Fob, 28tb, 1906. 


SaMvaD VAHIEA, 
Mar. lst, 1906. 


UTKALDIPIEA, 
Mar. 8rd 1906. 


SaMBALPUR 
Hiram. 
Feb. 24th, 1906. 
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65,. The Kendupatna corespondent.of the same paper says that good va; 
fell in that of the Cuttack district in the laat week. Fe good rain 
66. The Sambalpwr Hitaiabini [Bamra] of the 24th. February states 
Weather in Bamra. that the recent heavy rainfall in that te has 
0 | „been extremely: zous to the people in more 
ways than one. It has injured unthreshed paddy, and the unexpected flood 
caused by, it in the Brahmini river has destroyed: many standing crops growing 
on its sides and has carried, off timbers stored on the river-bed by: merchants | 
67, The Utkaldarpan — aren of 3 26th a wp jiston that the 

KN was 4 cloudy: and the cold a little 
Weather in Sambalpu r. sensible in ary See 1 more 
68. The Samvad Vahika [Balasore] of the Ist March states that there 
wolle in ee. — * W in the last week and that slight cold 
69. The Utkaldipika b of the 3rd: March states that small-pox 


Public health in Cuttack. and cholera prevail slightly in the Cattack town. 


The Kendupatna correspondent of the same paper states that cholera has 
broken out in Salepur, n Palada and other villages of the 
Cuttack district. 5 

70. The same paper learns from its contemporary of the Star of Utkal 


5 that three of the chaukidars who had been called 
* to Puri on the occasion of the Lieutenant-Gover- 
nor’s late visit to that town died of cholera there. 


71. The Utkaldarpan { 2 balpur] of the 26th February states that 
Publio health in Sambalpur. cholera prevails in Sambalpur town as well as 


in the interior of that district. 


72. The Uriya and Navasamvad [Balasore] of the 28th February states 


Public health in Balasore. that fever, small-pox, cholera, measles and other 


| diseases prevail both in and out of the Balasore 
town. 


73. The Samvad Vahika Balasore | of the Ist March states that small-pox 
and cow-pox prevail in village Bargan near Balasore town. 


74. The Utkaldipka [Cuttack] of the 3rd March states that a boat 


5 containing 11 persons was capsized in the Sirua 
nnn river near Urali, and that one of the persons was 


drowned, | 
The Kendupatna correspondent of the same paper states that a Muham- 


madan of Sungna village was found dead in a boat that was sailing from 
Cuttack. Itis said that he was all well when the boat started from Cuttack. 


75. The Cuttack correspondent of the same paper writes to say. that 
3 Raja N agen Deb of killa Aul bagged a tiger 
eee in that killa, which was a notorious man-eater. 
76. The Sankhatras correspondent of the same paper states that a 
Ada rn crocodile in the Sirua river wounded a teacher of 

ngerous oro. the Deuli School. 
77. The Sankhatras correspondent of the same p 


ag of water is apprehended 

ate of Giese R a rain. N | 
A Cuttack correspondent of the same paper writes to fsay that scareity of 
water prevails in many places in the districts of Orissa, — that the District 
Boards do not pay dus attention to the matter. The writer draws particular 
attention to the condition of a tank situated near the junction of the Grand 
Trunk Road and the Fulnakhra-Madhab Road, which needs immediate repairs. 


It is very useful to travellers, and it should attract the immediate attention of 
the local authorities. 


78. The Sambalpur Hitaishini [Bamra] of the 24th February states that 
e reat sufferiugs are in store for the people 
21 5 “a aa amra, for they have lost not only paddy but 
other crops too. 


er states that scarcity 
ere in spite of the 
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79. Referring to the sufferings of the people of Backergunge from want 
: of food on the one hand and Frcs Solita oppres- 
sion on the other, the same paper advises the 
Governmeut of East Bengal to deal with them fairly and sympathetically. 
80. In reviewing the state of crops, water, fodder, etc., in the different para ab 
ree ovinces of India, the Uriya and Navasamvad ran. 
ee __ [Balasore] of the 28th February draws a very sad ann, 
pioture of the country, and observes that a widespread famine prevails in many 
parts of India and that it is growing in intensity and magnitude. 
81. The Garjatbasin Talcher] of the 3rd March states that food-stuffa casssresenn, 
are very dear in the Garjat States, and that the lar. sra, 1906. 
High prices of food-stulls in export of rice is going on briskly. The writer 
„ advises the Rajas of those States to put a stop to 
this unreasonable export of rice. 
82. Referring to the high prices of food-stuffs in Bengal and to the Urxaunrma, 
consequent correspondence between the Bengal . 7a. 1906. 
Een eer learn. ~Chamber of Commerce and the Governments of 
Bengal and Eastern Bengal and Assam on the 
subject, the Utkaldipika [Cuttack | of the 3rd March a of the action of the 
Chamber of Commerce, and observes that both the Governments should gather 
all necessary information on the subject not only from official sources, but 
from other reliable sources by instituting special enquiries with a view to meet 


any emergency that may arise. | 
et a a 1 * The N Vahika 2 — n 
@ disease in Dalasore an arch states t rin erp est prevails in pa lgan- : 
7 sahi of the Balasore town. 5 ae 
The same paper states that rinderpest prevails in village Barhagan, near 
the Balasore town. 
The Kendupatna correspondent of the Ufkaldipika [Cuttack] of the ursatorema, 
8rd March states that rinderpest prevails in village Purnapari. Mar, 8rd, 1906, 
84. The Utkaldarpan Sambal pur] of the 26th February states that the vrzspasran, 
* 5 mango crop in that district was much injured by Feb. 26th, 1006. 
— the recont showers of rain. 

85. The Uriya and Navasamvad {Balasore} of the 28th February states vnn an 
55 a that the mango crop was almost entirely destroyed u e 10, 
—— 8 by the recent unseasonable heavy rainfall. ais 

86. The Utkaldipika [Cuttack] of the 3rd March states that the files of ursuorm. 
; the Cuttack Civil Court are being cleared off by Mar. dd, 1906. 
ont in the Cuttack Civil the two Subordinate Judges that work in that Court, 


and that this bas brought great relief to the 


SaMBaLrun 
Hrrarsurni. 


Fob. 24th, 1096, 


Distress in Backergunge. 


SamMvaD Van. 


suitors, 
87. The same paper states that sales of estates for arrears of land  vrsatorma. 

1 4 revenue and sales of raiyati lands for arrears of 

nnn rent were simultaneously held on the 26th Febru- 

ary in the Cuttack Collectorate, and that the purchasers and defaulters nes 
unable to attend different Courts at the same time were greatly inconvenienced. 
88. The same paper states that the Hindu community is grateful to the 
Prince of Wales for his donation of Rs, 1,500 to 
the Hindu temples at Benares, and observes that 
this favour shown to the Hindus at Benares like 
those shown to the Sikhs at Amritsar and to the Mubemmadans at Delhi 
makes it clear that the Prince wants to be popular among all classes of the 


The Prince’s donation to the 
Hindu temples at Benares. 


89. The same paper approves of the appointment of Babu Abanindranath uri 
1 hakur as Officiating Principal of the Government 
Calodudisions eppointment to de School of Art, Caleutta, vice Mr. Havell, on leave 
and observes that no Bengali gentleman ever filled 
a ee ndent of the thet the’ tuane 
A correspondent of the same paper writes to say that the manage- Urxazprru. 
1 1 ment of the Pipli Middle English School which 
Middle te dal Seen. Piru receives a grant of Rs, 20a month from the Puri 
wen District. Board, is very bad, and suggests that it 
would be to the interest of the school if the Christian Missionary gentleman 


„ „„ 


stationed at Pilpi were appointed as its Secretary. The Editor approves of the 


u On. 
. Uriya and Vavasumvad [Balasor’ of the 28th February thanks 
: | Babu Kanailal Bogla for his donation of Rs, 10,000 
Babu Kanailal Bogla thanked. towards the upkeep of the pilgrims’ rest-house 
ktounded by him in the town of Puri and opened the other day by His 
the Lieutenant-Governor of Bengal. 


Honour 
92. The same paper also thanks Babu Radha Charan Das, who hie 


| | promised to pay Rs. 500 towards the re-excavatio 
thanked. Radha Charan Das of two tanks in the Balasore district. i 


UrlI¥a AND 
NAVASAMVADs 


Feb, 28th, 1906. 


URIvya AND 
NaVASAMVAD, 


UTKaLDIPIK4, 


93. Referring to the disputes between Hindus and Muhammadans at 
Mar. 8rd, 1906. 


Samantapur in Bhadrak in the Balasore district 


° — d 1 0 — 
Disputes between Hindus and over the play of music on public streets near 


Mchammadans in Balasore. 


UTKALDIPIKA, 


UTKALDARPAN, 
Feb. 26th, 1906, 


URITA AND 
NaVasaMVaD, 


Feb, 28th, 1906 


UTKALDARIPAN. 
Feb. 26th, 1906, 


Muhammadan masjids, the Utkaldipika [Cuttack] 
of the 3rd March agrees with its contemporary of the Utkalbasi in the latters 
observation that the Hindus and Muhammadans are permanent residents of 
India and that they therefore cannot afford to waste their energy and money 
in picking quarrels with one another. They have lived together in India for 
many centures, and they will live together in that country for many more 
centuries. It is therefore reasonable that the leaders of both the communities 
should meet together at once and take such steps in a liberal and sympathetic 
spirit as to enable any one community in India to celebrate its own social and 
religious ceremonies without in any way offending or wounding the tender 
susceptibilities of any other community in that country. 


94, ‘Referring to the speech made by the Raja of Dhenkanal on the day 
** of his coronation, the same paper observes that the 
* speech should not have been in the English 
language, as the audience to whom it was addressed 
did not know that language. It is true that the purport of the speech was 
explained after its delivery to the vernacular-knowing subjects present on the 
spot by Babu Banamali Sing: still the original speech should have been in 
riya. The writer hopes that the Raja will follow the example of his grand- 
father Bhagirathi Mabendra Bahadur as promised by him, and thereby give a 
Uriya tone to the administration, which has become thoroughly Anglicised in 
the last 30 years. 

95. The Utkaldarpan [Sambalpur] of the 26th February observes that 
the Uriya and Navasamvad of Balasore is trying to 

create party-spirit among the Uriyas and Ben 


The 
speech. 


coronation 


The Uriyas and Bengalis 1 

swayed by party - spirit. f nga 18 
of Orissa by uniformly upholding the claims of 

the domiciled Bengalis whenever a vacancy occurs in any department 
of Government service and is thereby injuring the cause of union. 
Uriya and Navasamvad [Balasore] of the 28th February accuses Manorama 
of Baripada of creating a split between the Uriyas and Bengalis in Mayurbhan]. 
The effect of the writings of the above named paper being that the Utkal- 
darpan and Manorama are ranged on the side of the Uriyas against the Uriya 


and Navasamvad supported by Utkaldipika and Sambalpur Hitaishini, ranged en 
the side of the Bengalis. 


96. The Oriya and Navasamvad [Balasore] of the 28th February is of 
opinion that Mayurbhanj has shown signs of agri 
cultural and economical development under its 


present Chief, whose unostentatious habit, sin gle- 
minded devotion and business-like nature have contributed in no small degree 
towards its success. 


97. Referring to the observation of the J; tkaldipika that the Magistrate of 
Kendrapara is not fit to be placed in charge of a 
subdivision the Utkaldarpan e of the 
a 26th February points out that as the editor of the 
Dipika was personally involved in the criminal case that brought about the 
observation, its opinion had no value in the eyes of the public, and quotes de 

to show that the Subdivisional Officer of Kendrapara was right in his judg: 


ment, which was upset-by the District Magistrate on a technical ground. 


The agricultural and economi- 
cal development of Mayurbhanj. 


The Snubdivisional Officer of 
Kendrapara defended. 
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98. The same paper agrees with the Star of Utkal that the communication —_Urmaupanray, 
; between Cuttack and Sambalpur is very defective Pe 20, 1906. 
es Cut- and unsatisfactory. The Star of Utkal suggests 
that a canal passing turough Angul and wide 
enough for steam-boats may place Sambalpur within easy reach of Cuttack, 
whereas the Utkaldarpan strongly advocates the construction of a branch 
railway between the two towns, and proposes that the old line from Sambalpur 
to Cuttack, which was once surveyed but rejected, should be reconsidered. 
99. Referring to the observation of the London Times that the native § Mayonama, 
Po oor princes in India have learnt from the tour of Mar. 5th, 1906. 
— the London the Prince of Wales through India that they will 
3 not lose their States so long es they are loyal to 
the Paramount Power, the Monarama [Baripada] of the 5th March points out 
that the Times has overlooked the influence of the Political Agents and 
Residents, who can easily bring about the ruin of a Native Chief, who happens 
to be so unfortunate as to incur their displeasure. 
100. The Samvad Vahtka [ Balasore | of the lst March gives an accouut of Sun Van, 
K Ota the proceedings of the reception Committee formed r. 124, 1008. 
witha at Balasore with the object of settling preliminaries 
antecedent to the third sitting of the Utkal Union 
Conference in that town on the 14th of April next and exhorts all classes of 
Uriyas to contribute their mite towards the success of the undertaking. 
101. The Manorama | Baripada] of the 5th March states that the postal Mond. 
* arrangements made in the Dhenkanal State are 7 tH 106. 
ore post- offices for Dhen- : ne 
kanal. very unsatisfactory. The existing post-pfiices, 
which are only two in number, can hardly cope 
with the large quantity of work that comes in their way every week. The 
writer suggests that branch post-offices should be opened at Bhuban, Baulpur, 
Bangurisingha, Kharagprasad, and other important places in that State, and 
that the postal authorities should look to the comfort and convenience of the 
Dhenkanal public. 
102, The Sambalpur Hitaishini [Bamra] of the 24th February complains = gyysarpur 
that the want of stamps for sale to the public in 4TH, 
Bamra is very much felt, and that the Head office, * 24th, 1906, 


which supplies postal stamps to that State, is not discharging its duties 
satisfactorily. 


A postal complaint. 


AssAM PAPERS. 


103. The Paridarsak [Silchar] of the 7th March after announcing with = Panmana, 
ö College, pleasure that the Murarichand College in Sylhet Mar. 7th, 1906. 
Sylhet. has been made over to Government goes on to 
inquire what will be the fate under Government 
management of the very large number of poor students(many of them of 
average merit only) who now study in the institution free or on reduced fees. 


The paper concludes with an appeal to Sir Bamfylde Fuller to take the case of 
these students into his favourable consideration. 


NARAYAN CHANDRA BHATTACHARYYA, 


Bengali Translator. 
BENGALI T'RANSLATOR’S OFFICE, 


The 1%th March 1906. 
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I.—Forerien Porrtics. 


972. The Indian Mirror places among the foremost problems of the day 
2 the change which is rapidly coming over the 

r ee relations between the Occidental and Oriental races. 
This change is illustrated by the efforts that are being made by the Asiatic 
races to rival their Western brethren. China is straining every nerve to attain 
to Japan’s success. About ten thousand students are said to have gone to 
Japan for education, and a considerable number of Japanese teachers and 
. instructors are at present employed in N the people of the 
various provinces of China. An Imperial Commission has at the same time 
left China for an extended tour in Europe and America with a view to 
gathering useful information regarding the administrative methods of Western 
nations. With the birth of this national spirit, an anti-foreign feeling is elearly 
discernable, China has not only boycotted American goods, but is offering a 
dogged resistance to foreign trade and enterprise in general. The Chinese 
Government have further been asked to abolish the extra-territorial rights 
enjoyed by foreigners at present. In short, the prevailing idea is China for the 
Chinese. Various causes have been attributed by Western writers to the present 
unrest in China, but none of these seem exactly to hit the mark. The mere 
victory of Japan over Russia would not have produced such a racial feeling 
against Western races generally as prevails at present in China. The correct 
explanation is to be found in the following words of a progressive Chinese 
official, addressed to an English gentleman: The future contains no Yellow 
Peril for Europe or America, but it does contain one for Europeans and 
Americans in Asia unless your nations and people learn to treat Asiatics with 
more consideration.’ 

In India, too, the Bengalis have commenced the boycott of British goods 
and all these developments point to the moral that even a worm will turn when 
trodden on. The true millennium, however, will come not when the battle flags 
are unfurled, but when the East and West meet in equal comradeship. 

273. The Indian Mirror writes that the new national spirit which has been 
born in China furnishes a most significant lesson. 
Western oppression and ill-treatment have con- 
verted her from an inert into an active nation, but the most disquieting element 
in the present situation is China's undisguised hatred of the beer, By This 
feeling was strikingly displayed not long ago when riots occurred at Shanghai 
and other places and the extermination of the foreign devils” was the popular 
cry. The anti-foreign feeling of the Chinese was demonstrated in a still more 
striking manner by the boycott of American goods. This sudden awakening 
following on the triumph of Japan has staggered the Western races, but it is 
hailed with sincere joy by the Asiatics who, even in their own country, have 
been placed under crushing disabilities and subjected to systematic persecution 
by the civilised and Christian West. This harrowing tale of subjection is now 


at an end. Throughout the East, India not excepted, the watchwords are 
progress and reform. 


The awakening of China. 


II.—Home ApDMINISIRATION. 


(a) — Police. 


274. The Bengalee writes that some public-spirited residents of Kalna 
@uwedsehi ad Me Kalas police, f° osed to form themselves into a band of workers 

mn the swadeshi cause, but before commencing their 

labours they wrote to the Inspector of Police explaining the object of the 
organisation and soliciting his permission to begin swadeshi preachings. The 
request was summarily rejected, but as no such permission was necessary and 


as the Inspector had clearly exceeded his authority in refusing to allow swadeshi 


preaching, the people of Kalna would be justified in treating the prohibition 
with ‘supreme contempt.’ 


275. The Amrita Bazar Patrika writes that out of the 76 candidates 
Appointments as Sub-Inspectors 


appointed as Sub-Inspectors of Police in the 
of Police. new province, 64 are Muhammadans, and is of 
Opinion that Sir B, Fuller can hardly justify this 
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iality by any plea other than that he was not jesting when he said that the 
uhammadan was his favourite wife. The journal does not objeet to Sir B 
Fuller’s unequal distribution of patronage in this case, as a Sub-Inspector of 
Police is the ‘most unfortunate of men, but deplores: the fact that the 
Lieutenant-Governor has abused his power. 


(5) — Working of the Courts. 

276. The Bengalee draws attention to a strange case of executive high. 
‘ fofficial ineclence, bandedness. It appears that the Maharaja of 
Bowe gase LOL uns ene, Mymensingh filed an ejectment suit against a 
Muhammadan tenant and after considerable expense eventually obtained a 
decree. The tenant thereupon submitted a representation to Sir Bampfylde 
Fuller, with the result that the District Magistrate of Mymensingh, presumably 
under the Lieutenant-Governor’s instructions, wrote to the Maharaja’s Manager 
asking the reason of the petitioner’s ejectment. If this report: is true, there 
can be ‘no grosser case of official insolence.’ What is the value of a decree if 
the holder has got to . to the Magistrate his reason for instituting the 
suit? Verily, we have fallen upon evil times, and our only consolation is that 

the darkest hour of the night precedes the dawn.’ gue 
277. The Indian Empire writes that the case of Babu Bepin Behary Das, 
Head-Master of Edward School, Mymensingh, is a 
typical instance of the terrorism that has been 
established in the new province. It appears that in December last, an 
Inspector of Police called upon the Head-Master to produce the attendance 
registers of the school. On the latter’s refusing to do so without the permission 
of the proprietor of the school, a prosecution was immediately. started, with the 
result that he was sentenced to five days’ imprisonment anda fine of Rs. 50! 
If respectable persons are to be disgraced in this way for an imaginary or at 
best a technical offence, the country cannot enjoy a sense of security. Lord 
Minto should intervene, as His Excellency is ultimately responsible to God and 
man for the just administration of the 2 
278. In an article headed “Criminal Justice in Bengal,” the Indian 
Mirrcr endeavours to enumerate the causes which 
render the administration of justice so discredit- 
able to the rulers, and to account for the ‘colossal ignorance’ which is so 
generally displayed by the Criminal Bench in this country. First and fore- 
most is the pernicious system of recruitment under which young men fresh 
from school are vested with judicial powers, and exercise them under the 
supervision of District Magistrates who are themselves very inadequately 
equipped. It is thus a case of the blind leading the blind. Another serious 
difficulty arises from the fact that an Indian Magistrate has, in the words of Sir 
James Stephen, to perform duties which in England would be performed by 
police officers or attorneys.” It is not surprising, therefore, that he is unequal 
to the task he is called upon to perform. 1 after being appointed as 
Magistrates, civilians or uncovenanted officers enjoy no facilities for acquiring 
a tolerable knowledge of law. They are not only burdened with multifarious 
duties, but in the case of members of the Civil Service promotion is 80 rapid, 
higher judicial powers are so readily conferred, and ofßcers are so frequently 
knocked about from one branch of the service to the other, that they rarely get 
beyond the embryo stage, and never acquire an intimate acquaintance with law. 
Serious as these evils are, they pale into insignificance before ‘the baneful 
Government policy which applies an arithmetical standard to the work of 
the subordinate Magistracy, and which overrides in a most barefaced manner 


the opinions of the High Court,’ 
(d)—Education. 


279. The Bengalee announces that the educational movement, based on. 
A National Council of Education. 2774¢8/¢ lines, has assumed er Mate with the 
. oan ot meee? inauguration of the National Council of Education. 


A scandalous prosecution. 


Criminal justice in Bengal. 


Here, says the journal, is another result of the partition. A moral revolution 
of stupendous magnitude has been achieved, and the prevailing idea among 
the people is to be independent and self-reliant. The Bengalee appeuls to 15 
monied countrymen to come forward with their contributions in aid of ® 
movement with which national progress is intimately bound up. 


( 121 ) 


Amrita Basar Patrika writes that the Provisional Committee of 
mn oe ee National Council of Education has formulated. 


A National Council of Edacation. a scheme of pe on national 1 oe 
importance of which cannot be over-estimated for a variety of reasons, In the 
first place, students are being made to over-study, with the result that they 
are eventually rendered useless physically and mentally. This is a system that 
stands condemned on actual results, Then, again, higher education is gradually 
being made impossible owing to the lower examinations being made more 
difficult. In the Entrance Examination, for instance, the percentage of failures 
is 80 or 90; in the F. A. and B. A. about 50, and in the M. A. considerably 
more. These failures mean nothing more or less than that the country is annually 
being stocked with half-educated men who will either be useless or dangerous 
members of society. To avert such a calamity the proposed National College 
is a ‘crying necessity,’ and it will, in addition, keep high education from the 
extinction with which it is threatened under the new Act. It should also be 
remembered that, in view of the ‘cowardly crusade’ that has been started’ 
against schoolboys, it is imperatively necessary to found a college over which 
the Government has no control whatsoever. The Patrika considers that if the 
scheme that has been formulated is faithfully carried out, it will remove all the 
defects of the present system. | 
281. The Bengalee regards the new educational scheme promulgated by 
the National Council of Education as part and parcel 
* of the swadesht movement and also as a constructive 
effort’ which will have far-reaching consequences. In the first place, it will 
exercise an indirect influence upon the Calcutta University, and secondly, it 
will restrain men like Sir B. Fuller ‘ in their eccentric and high-handed conduct 
towards the student community.’ There has for some time been a craving for 
national education on national lines, but the recent persecution of schoolboys 
is directly responsible for the realisation of the popular desire. Reactionary 
and high-handed rulers have their destined share in hastening the ends of 
progress, and in truth they build better than they know. Now that the founda- 
tions of a National University have been laid, ‘broad and deep,’ the Bengalee 
earnestly appeals to its countrymen to make the grestest possible. sacrifices and 
help the new movement on in every conceivable way open to them. 
282. The Bengalee considers that the determination of Government to 
: appoint a civilian to the post of Director of Public 
ioe torchip of Public Instruc- Instruction despite the protests of the Indian 
Educational Service and the public Press is 
‘extremely suspicious.’ Can it be that Government has in contemplation certain 
changes of a retrograde character, the carrying out of which it dare not entrust 
to any but a member of the Civil Service? ‘Such an assumption would be 
perfectly consistent with the present educational policy of Government.“ 


283. Referring to the ‘extraordinary’ circular which has just been 


: issued by the Director of Public Instruction, 
BB B. Haller and the Bonari- Eastern Bengal and Assam, in connection with 
scholarship-holders prosecuting their studies in the 
Bonaripara School, the Bengalee observes that Sir B. Fuller’s wrath seems to he 
concentrated upon the ‘doomed’ people of this village. The people have been 
harassed by the positive police; the assessments fixed for maintaining this 
force are such that the people of Bonaripara are quite unable to meet them, 
and now a heavy blow has been aimed at the local school by means of a 
circular which may compel the best students to leave the school, ‘The petty 
vindictiveness which runs through these proceedings is so un-English that 
we are surprised that His Excellency the Viceroy does not at once interpose 
and stop these eccentricities which are calculated to deprive the Government 
of the new Province of public respect and confidence. We hope none of the 
scholars will leave the school. We hope they will show that they have a 
greater love for their alma mater than for the scholarships which an unsympa- 


thetic Government may dole out to them.’ 
(9)}—Railways and Communications, including Canals and Irrigation. 


284. The Bengalee weites 2 at the last r of the 2 
Bile 3 ouncil, the member for the Dacca Division drew 
en enn, attention to the filling up of the land spans in the 


Bavaatas, | 


Iain Maroh 1906. 
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2 viaduct to the Gorai Bridge and enqui 
capacity of the bridge to 2 2 flood discharge 


( 122 ) 


. sof the river and with i 
and the sanitation of the vast tract of country watered by the 
fe 


the water-sup 


Gotaĩ. The Hon’ble Mr. Inglis replied in the negative. The journal 


BmaeaL s. 
10th March 1906. 


Enno Pi rarer,’ 
16th March 1006. 


BIA Lan,! 
15th March 1906, 


that t 


the reply given as moet unsatisfactory, especially as the matter wig dg of 
prevalences of 


on ge od to the people who, rightly or wrongly, attribute the 

malaria in certain parts of Bengal to the obliteration of water channels dus 
to the construction of railway embankments. The journal regrets that tha 
Government have done nothing to test the accuracy of this theory. 7 


(4)— General. 


285. The Bengale appeals to Lord Mimto to put an end to the foolish 

«Situation created by the boycott of the . 

ee Chronicle, as it eannot be expected that Bir B. 

Fuller will eaneel his own order, however arbitrary 

or unjust. The journal agrees with the Statcoman that if the boyeott is c- 

tinded, it will do more harm to the Government of the new ince thes 

might be done by many “intrinsically more serious ers.” EH the 
Viceroy is not to interfere in a matter like this, he may as well abdicate, 

286. The Indian Empire asks who will suffer most by the withdrawal of 

ini Gevernment sup 


port from the Weekly Chronicle, 
the Government. itself or the latter? Does the 
Assam Government really believe that it had been advertising in the Chronicle 
with the piilanthropie object of nf tga that paper? IH so, it has been 
oultivatmg philanthtopy at the expense of the tax-payer, committing s 
most flagrant jobbery. The journal, however, does not take the Asam 
Government seriously, for it is really the party that has benefited by publishing 
ite advertisements, etc., in the only public print in Assam. Apart from these 
condsidetations, the boycott of this journal is a matter that concerns the honour: 
of the Press at large. Are papers that publish official advertisements to 
. 4 polie * sovereign pleasure of officialdom, and let 
ialdom decide for them what news they are to publish and what they ane 
not to publish? That would be permitting 4 most anwarranteble infringement 
on the liberty of the Press and a most undue interference with the discretion 
of Editors. Because Mr. Risley tried this game on the Statesman, he has, we 
are told, been severely rated by the Viceroy and made to eat humble pie. 
The Gron idle may be a less powerful paper than the Statesman but in the 
republic of letters we allow no sueh invidious inequalities or distinctions. One 
newspaper is us good to us as another, and what hurts one of us hurts all of us. 
Kt is, therefore, our duty to rally round the Chronicle in a body, and strain 
every nerve to ando the wrong that has been done that paper, and, through 
that paper, to the entire Press of India.” 
287. The fact that the boycott of the Weekly Chronicle has not been 
oa withdrawn, leads the Hindoo Patriot to say that a 
very ill-eonceived policy has been adopted with 
regard to the Press. The Press is the only institution which places the 
Government in touch with the masses, so that the boycotting of newspapers, 


as a matter of fashion, on slender and negligible grounds, is neither wise nor 


prudent. Moreover, boycotting will not minimise misrepresentations, but, on 
the contrary, court inaccuracies, since authoritative information is withheld. 
But what was the fault committed by the Weekly Chronicle—merely that it 
pabhished in December last, a few lines to the effect that a Gurkha had 
22 to outrage a mehter woman at Barisal? The Editor was satisfied 
is was not a gross misstatement’ and aceordingly declined to retract 
what he had written, the result being that his journal has been boycotted 
officially, This is not wise or prudent statesmanship, and the Laériof hopes 
that the impropriety of the action taken will strike the Government: coneerned 
without delay. | } 
288. lu a criticism on Sir B. Fuller's administration, the Bengalee sas 
5 1 it would be difficult to think of a more tactless and 
man Ide Poller e adminis unsympathetio ruler. Schoolboys and teachers 
are being persecuted with vengeance and are not 
unftequéntly sent to jail, a newspaper is being boycotted for refusing to 


bs a — 
8 millions of India l 


280. The Amrita Basar Patrika again asks what blessings Sir A. Frasér 
@ Ng. now that he has been 
The partition. relieved of half his work? Are the Bengalis in 


any way better off than they were three years ago? Are they more prosperous 


and are the officials more sympathetic? It is ir A. Fraser that the | 

have to thank for the partition measure, and although he will leave the province 

in two years more, his administration will remind them that they were a strong, 

compact, and united nation, but were ruthlessly divided and emasculated: 

because the administration of their province proved too heavy for Sr 

A. Fraser! of 
IV.—Native Srares. 


290. Referring to the statement of the London correspondent of the 
ae Tinea of India that Lord Minto has sent a lengthy 
e e despatch to the India Office regarding the introduc- 
tion of a number of administative reforms, the Indian Empire warns His Excel- 
lency that it was on the rock of reform that Lord Curzen wrecked his 
administration. The journal states that some of the proposals contained in 
the above despatch relate to the Feudatory States ‘ whose he p and counsel, it. 
is urged, should be increasingly sought by the Government 
ment of educational movements among the Indian people and the improvement 
of sanifation.’ Presumably ‘help’ here means pecuniary help. If this is so, 
Indian Princes will be required to use the resources which should be utilised for 
the good of their own subjects to promote all sorts of educational and sanitary 
fads that happen to be under consideration in British India.’ The Indian 
Princes have been sufficiently harmed. Lord Dufferin saddled them with the 
cost of maintaining Imperial Service Troops and Lord Curzon reduced them 
from the position of allies to that of vassals and still further degraded them at 
the Delhi Durbar. It is hoped, therefore, that Lord Minto will not signalise 


his advent to India by forging new fetters for them and saddling them with 


fresh responsibilities. 


V.—ProsPects oF Tae Crors ayp ConvItion or THE PEOPLE. 


291. In a lengthy article on this subject the Amrita Bazar Patrika says 
that various notions for the prevention of famine 
seize the official mind from time to time and are 
carried out at an enormous cost to the Indian tax-payer, but are eventually 
abandoned as ill-conceived and disastrous, or continued as a necessary evil. A 
favoured theory was that railways would drive famines from the country, but 


Irrigation and famine. 


results showed that although the country had been covered with a network of 


railways, famines were more frequent, extensive, and intense than they were 
before the construction of railways. The latter, no doubt, facilitate the trans- 
port of food-grain from one part of the country to another and thereby 
mitigate the horrors of famine, but railways can neither create crops nor give 
the required rain nor replenish the pockets of the poverty-stricken millions. 
Fhe same remarks apply to irrigation schemes which the people were made to 
believe would give them bumper harvests, The delusive character of these 
projects has now been official y admitted, and the Secretary of State has now 
raised the question whether it is not wiser to meet the distress as it utises by 
granting funds for famine works and charitable relief than to embark on 
costly schemes of prevention which are liable to fail when most needed.” 
‘Phen, again, the construction of railways and canals is invariably followed by 
the prevalence of malaria fever. Arrah, for instance, wasone of the most 


healthy districts in India before the in ion of th l t 
its inhabitants are malaria-stricken. RRV 


or the encourage- 


InDIAN EMriag, 
18th March 1906. 
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1¢th March 1906. 


( 1% ) 
Similarly, the partition of Benga a 
tly 


er of a 
he waves 


been cursed 
the Gurkha 
ruler 


considers that it ail 


VI. —-MieczLLANEOVUs. me 
* 292. The Amrita Bazar Patrika dwells upon the seriousness of the 


10th March 1908, 1 i situation created by the rapid disappearance of the 
‘How to bare the nation. better classes, and urges the rulers to do all in their 
power to preserve the Indian nation who are fast deteriorating. In order to 
place the Indians on a better footing, the journal insists that they should be 
treated as British subjects and given a wy much larger share in the Govern- 
ment. For instance, (a) every ordinary department should be controlled by a 
native of the soil and the supreme control of the more important ones should 
remain in the hands of Englishmen ; () with the exception of the highest 
all others should . be competed for in England and in India; and (c) natives of 
India should receive lessons in the art of modern warfare, be freely admitted 
to the Army and Navy, and, lastly, the Arms Act should be abolished and 
English no longer be the Court mg In short, Home Rule on Irish lines 
should be granted to India. If India is governed on these principles, England 
will no doubt be the loser in certain respects, but she will benefit in the long 
run. In the first place, she will not have to maintain a large standing army in 
India, as the people will defend their own country and also fight for the mother- 
country when occasion arises. Relieved of the task of maintaining India ‘by 
force, the British will find themselves free to cope with their rivals who are 
hemming them in all sides. The Bengali nation is fast dying out, and if some. 


thing is not done to preserve it, it will disappear in the course of the next half 
century, 
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293. The Bengalee writes that a ‘bitter’ distaste for the service of 
Government prevails owing to the repressive policy 
The speli of Government service jnangurated by Lord Curzon and extended by some 
ee of his oe apm pany abs ag feeling is 
tting more deep-rooted daily, and if the present policy is allowed to continue, 
2 Hindu will soviet . a Government that has 80 disregarded 
the feelings and wishes of his countrymen. Thus Sir B. Fuller’s threat relating 
to the ostracism of Hindus trom Government service is a vain one, and his 
treatment of them is only giving them a greater degree of independence and 
lf-reliance. | | a 
294. The Indian Nation is of opinion that the Indians cannot be regarded 
as a nation for the reason that they have nota 
common descent, language or religion. In its more 
restricted sense the word nation implies the union of the rulers and the ruled, 
which in India is out of the question. Thus the Indians have no claims to 
being considered a nation. In its wider sense the word may be held to be 
several peoples united under one Government and this is the ideal the educated. 
classes in India are striving to realise, their objective being to obtain a share 
in the government of their country, to have their rights recognised, and their 
voice respected. This interpretation of nationality is purely a British idea and 
the question arises whether this ideal has been even partly realised, and if it is 
capable of full realisation. The journal holds that, notwithstanding roe 
differences, the unification of the Indian people is not altogether impossible in 
view of the spread of English education, the growth of newspapers, easy means 
of communication, and the extension of trade and commerce. The living force 
of unification, however, lies in English education. It is English education that 
has brought it into being and is nourishing it, and English education alone will 
complete its development, for wherever English education has spread, the 
necessity of national union has been more or less felt. Recent events serve to 
illustrate this, and a keen observer cannot have failed to notice that the swadesht 
movement has been strongest where there is a high school. This union which 
is noticeable in the educated classes is not met with in the masses, who are still 
swayed by religious differences which English education alone can uproot. 
Thus the only hope lies in the diffusion of knowledge throughout India, and 
Indian nationality, which is at present a pleasant dream, will be realised after 
years of patient toil. 

295. The Amrita Bazar Patrika writes that in former days Englishmen 
as a rule preferred duty to interest, but to-day the 
order of things is reversed in India, and officials 
have ceased to have those fine scruples. Their reputations are not of much 
consequence to them, and this callousness is due to the fact that the exigencies 
of the Empire require them to deal with Indians in a manner thut is probabl 
opposed to their own feelings as Englishmen. ‘ Yet,’ says the rat, 
‘there is a way to govern Empires whereby the highest qualities of English- 
men can be retained intact. The way is to grant the colonial system of 
government to all countries dependent upon England. If the same sort of 
rule was given to India as has been granted to Canada, Englishmen could 
have benefited themselves in every way, and also benefited the Indians, who 
not only surrendered their independence to a foreign race, believing that 
they would keep their words, but helped them in establishing and extending 
their Empire in this country. Is there any doubt that their present system 
of Indian rule is not based upon eternal moralities of justice and righteousness 
which should guide an enlightened nation?“ 

296. The Bengalee hopes that now that the local authorities fully know 

Sie Deaitiee Saunt uitele. the grievances of the Deoghur shopkeepers who 
are compelled, during mélas, to remove their shops 
temporarily to another locality, they will show their tact-and efficiency by 
so arranging matters as not to give anyone cause for serious complaint. This 
bazar affair has assumed more than local importance, since the convenience 
and safety of pilgrims from all parts of India are involved. The arrangements 
should therefore be supervised by the Commissioner and Deputy Commissioner, 


and not left to local officials, who are perhaps precluded from acting freely 
in the matter for fear of offending their official superiors, 


‘Our nationality.’ 


Interest and duty. 
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297. The Bengalee writes that a valuable addition has been made to 
the literature on the partition of Bengal by 
A notable pamphlet on pertition = publication, in pamphlet form, of a series of artic! 
that appeared in the Bangabasi refuting each argument advanced by Lord 
Curzon to justify the creation of a new vince, Speaking of the Dacca 
College, for example, His Lordship said that it was being “ starved.” There 
were no play-grounds, the professors were few and under-paid and, above all, 
more than half the students lived in wretched boarding-houses in the town, 
many of the latter being of doubtful repute and situated amid insanitary and 
undesirable surroundings. Lord Curzon was confident that the creation of 
a new province would tend to mitigate these evils. In dealing with this 
question the writer points out that the state of the Presidency College, 
situated as it is in the metropolis, is not much betier, and argues that if a 
great college in Calcutta, under the very eyes of the Lieutenant-Governor 
of the Proviuce, leaves much room for improvement, what guarantee is there 
that the constitution of a new province, with Dacca as its capital, would 
stimulate the educational activities of the authorities and lead to improvements 
in the Dacca College. In another place Lord Curzon says that the secret of 
all good adminisiration 18 contact between the governors and the governed, 
and declares that the creation of a new province would secure such contact. 
The writer points out that the areas within the jurisdiction of District Magis- 
trates and Subdivisional Officers are not in 1 cases very large and permit 
close contact between the rulers and the ruled. The real fact is that officials 
maintain a studied aloofness, and it is a change in the official temper and 
not territorial redistribution that is required. Sir B. Fuller, says the journal, 
has recently been touring, and everywhere his appearance has been the signal 
for respectable people to keep away after the Barisal affair. ‘Thus the object 
of partition has been defeated, for the measure has alienated the people from 
the Government. The Bengalee thinks that the pamphlet should be translated 
into English and sent to both Houses of Parliament. | 


298. The Amritu Bazar Patrika writes that information received by 
* the last mail confirms the view that Mr. Robert's 
Se mmncemiaccc amendment was merely a feeler.“ It has yet to 
be. ascertained whether the Secretary of State gave a sympathetic reply. 
Judging from the brief summary of the debate wired to this country it is 
clear, says the journal, that the Secretery of State will not accept any scheme 
involving the separation of Bihar from Bengal. It would, therefore, be 
unwise for the people of Bengal, in their final memorial, to make any such 
suggestion. They should take their stand on the unassailable ground of law, 
and if then the Liberal of Liberals’ rejects their case, he will present to 
the world an object-lesson of which every Liberal will be ashamed. The 
ople shonld further pray that Mr. Brodrick’s scheme for placing Assam, 
ike Sind, under a 1 may be adopted, if it be urged 
that one ruler is not competent to carry on the administration of United 
Bengal. 


299. The Amrita Bazar Patrika writes that. English statesmen have 

in a manner devoted their attention to all Indian 

in hg Problem of the unemployed questions except the most crucial one, namely, the 
food problem or the problem of the unemployed. 

The British Parliament is striving to provide for 20,000 unemployed in 
England, but has ever a thought been spent on what — rtion of the three 
hundred millions in India are without employment and eats after food ? 
The Government is anxious to bring about the suppression of sedition and 
the spread of loyalty, but is it possible to accomplish this task among a people 
who are without food and without employment? Almost the entire middle 
classes who were once so flourishing are to-day without employment aud 
without the chances of earning an independent living, since the trades and 
industries have all perished and the capital of the country disappeared in 
consequence. The public service is their only hope; but Government cannot 
rovide for all and, what is more, State patronage is being gradually withdrawn. 
ming to the lower classes, the case is still worse. In former times every 
man of them had an independent calling and a home, but what employment 
is available for them now? He must either be a cultivator or a vagabond 
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cooly, which is practically slavery. Owing to famine and other serious draw- 
packs, the employment of the cultivator is worse than no employment at all, 
and this is the miserable condition to which the masses have been reduced. 


The question, however, continues to be of minor importance to the Govern- 


ment, but if the Government would only make assiduous inquiries they would 
be in a position to realise the proportion of the masses without employment. 
OFFICE OF THE InsPR.-GENL. ; 

or Pouce, L. P. K. B. THOMAS, 


Waiters’ Bun mas, 
The 17th March 1906. Persl, Asst. to the Inspr. Gent, of Police, L. P. 
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